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B R I S B A N E  H O B B Y  C E N T R E  J ,s ,,
M.L.C. BUILDING and 422 GEORGE STREET, BRISBANE

—  ALSO —

Hobbyland Brisbane Hobby Centre Hobby & Toyland
MT. GRAVATT —  49 2236 550 RUTHVEN ST., ANGEL PLACE

TRAM TERMINUS TOOWOOMBA —  2 4121 SYDNEY —  Ph. 28 2318

Great News for Slol Racing Fans 
NEW KITS GALORE

1 /24 th  SCALE MOTORISED KITS
By Monogram and Revel

DEUSEN BERG 40 FORD pick-up 
55 CHEV. 540K MERCEDES
LOTUS 25 B.R.M.

563 Ferrari Berlinetta

1 /32nd SCALE MOTORISED KITS
By Monogram, Revel and Strombecker

M.G.A. FORD G.T. COOPER FORD

PORSCHE 904 FORD DUECE COBRA

E. JAG. STINGRAY LOTUS XIX

ATTENTION ALL 
RADIO FANS!

MK M ulti Servo's and 
Single Channel Relay 
type Servos for £5 /17 /6

AUSTRALIA'S 
LOWEST PRICE 

RADIO GEAR

F U T A B A
ONLY £19 /10 /0

Single channel with "out-of-sight" 
range. Test light included in the 
smallest receiver you have ever 

seen.

LATEST A.M.T. CAR KITS INCLUDE l/2 5 th
64 MERCURY 
FAST BACK 
COBRA 
CUT LOSS

MARAUDER 
STINGRAY 
64 IMPALA 
MUSTANG 
DREAM ROD

152 FERRARI FROM ONLY

The most com­
pact and excit­
ing racing set 
you have ever 
driven.

£9 /1 9 /6  SET

ALL SETS AND ACCESSORIES INCLUDING SPARE 
PARTS AVAILABLE NOW!

Ensures you are always on signal

NEW SLOT RACING 

POWERHOUSE

MABUCHI
TIGER

12v. Motor

Only 26/10
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PORSCHE RS 61

MODEL ROAD RACING CAR KITS

mum kits
1 /3 2 " Scale

65/6 m .
COOPER FORMULA I

MIDGET G /l RACER

FORD G.T. COMPETITION 
CAR

The newest and most exciting car in 
the world. It is the car every racing 
enthusiast w ill want and Strombecker 
has it in r'ealastic 1 /32 scale. Get it 
from the shops listed on on this page. B.R.M.

s t r o m b e c k e r  GREAT RACING CARS

. . .THE INDUSTRY'S BIGGEST STABLE OF FAMOUS GOLD CUP WINNERS! The most popular cars in the world of 
model road racing. Official, 1/32 scale racers, realistically detailed down to the treads on the tyres and authentic 
body colours. Every Strombecker car is packed with the kind of features you demand. Rugged new 12-volt motors, 
durable polypropylene chassis, long-life nylon and brass gears and the latest design positive-action brush-type pickups.

Hobbyland
MT. GRAVATT —  49 2236 

TRAM TERMINUS

Brisbane Hobby Centre
550 RUTHVEN ST., 

TOOWOOMBA —  2 4121

A.M.T.
The Fantastic 1 /32 “  
scale car kits for static 
modellers or slot car fan.

Hobby & Toyland
ANGEL PLACE, 

SYDNEY —  Ph. 28 2318

LOTS OF CHROME 
AND ONLY

8/9
WRITE, PHONE 

OR CALL

B I I S i A H E  H O B B Y  C E i T I E  2 8512
M.L.C. BUILDING and 422 GEORGE STREET, BRISBANE
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W IN W ITH HEVELI
SEE THE . . .

BRILLIANT NEW RANGE OF SLOT RACING 
CAR KITS AT —

HOBBYLAND
MOUNT GRAVATT TRAM TERMINUS 49 2236

BRISBANE HOBBY 
CENTRE

550 RUTHVEN STREET, 
TOOWOOMBA 2 4121

BRISBANE HOBBY 
CENTRE

M.L.C. BUILDING AND 422 
GEORGE STREET, BRISBANE

— ■ ....... ......—  — ■ >— ■■■■■■■■

ALL

6S/6

EVERY REVELL CAR DESIGNED ROR W IN N IN G  ON EVERY KIND OF TRACK

Call or write —

HOBBY AKD TOYLAND
SYDNEY

PHONE 28 2318

SHOP 34 ANGEL ARCADE 
ASH ST., SYDNEY

ONLY 8 FT. THROUGH WOOLWORTHS WYNARD 
SIDE ENTRANCE
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THE FIREBALL IS HERE! - - - - - - - - - - -/
The FIREBALL PLUG line offers you three combinations of hot 
standard, and coo! heat ranges in long or short reach. In other 
words, with six different plugs available, there is a FIREBALL 
PLUG for every combination of engine, fuel, and weather. Be 
prepared . . . keep at least one of each in your field box.
THE MIRACLE GLOW ELEMENT, in three heat ranges is a superior platinum alloy that 
gives up to three times longer life than the average plug coil.
THE COLOUR CODED INSULATION provides immediate identification of the plug's heat
range even after it has been removed from the blister pack.
Having manufactured and sold over 3 Vi million glow plugs, Swanson Associates brings 
long and valuable experience into the design and production of the FIREBALL line.
Be prepared for any combination of engine, fuel, and weather. Keep at least one of 
each of the six different Fireball plugs on hand at all times. EACH PLUG ONLY 8 /9

The FIREBALL HOT— 1.2 to 3 volts. 
For fast starts in any v/eather, es­
pecially winter. This antiflood plug 
has good idle characteristics. Excel­
lent for R/C and FF, .049 to .60 en­
gines. Perk up those tired mills! In 
long and short reach. Colour coded 
with RED insulator.

The FIREBALL STANDARD— 1.2 to 2
volts. Excellent for all types of fly­
ing— R/C, U/C, and FF. Like all 
Fireball plugs, it's built for extra long 
life and dependability. For all en­
gines, .049 to .60 displ. In long and 
short reach. Colour coded with YEL­
LOW insulator.

The FIREBALL COOL —  1.2 or 1.5
volts Made for higher compression 
engines, hot fuels, and for high nitro 
fuel formulas. This plug w ill also cure 
pre-ignition problems. Like the other 
Fireball plugs its heavy duty, high 
action element assures fast starts. For 
all engines, .049 to .60 displ. In long 
and short reach. Colour coded with 
BLUE insulator.

For the firs t time in Australia 
* a comp!e‘ e range of glow plugs 

is offa.e 1 io Local Aeromodel- 
lers everywhere.

ANOTHER AUSTRALIA WIDE SERVICE TO AEROMODELLING BY —

TOYS 4 HOBBIES DISVUICSS
83 IPSWICH ROAD —  THE GABBA BRISBANE

POMAD i  PANS
THE WORLD'S LARGEST RANGE OF SPEED TEAMRACE PANS IS NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA

SPEED PANS . FULL OR HALF LENGTH FOR:

McCOY AND ROSSI 60s, 1 Vi INCH, SPINNER, FROM ...............
K & B, SUPERTICRE, ETA, O.S. 29S, 1 V*"  SPINNER, FROM .... 
SUPERTIGRE, K & B, FOX 15S, 1 l / 8  INCH SPINNER, FROM

T /R  HALF PANS LONG OR SHORT, FOR:

ETA, SUPERTIGRE, ENYA, O.S. 29S, NO SPINNER, FROM ..........
ETA, OLIVER, SUPERTIGRE 15S 1 1/8 INCH OR NO SPINNER 
OLIVER CUB, E.D. FURY, P.A.W. 1.5 C.C., FROM ........................

NATS. WINNERS!

T/R II —  F.A.I. T/R PAN FOR ETA 15, ONLY ....................................................
T/R 4 —  CLASS 2 T/R PAN FOR ETA 29, ONLY .............................................

OVER 40 TYPES TO CHOOSE FROM!

35/3
35/3
33/9

35/3
33/9
30/0

33/9
35/3

WRITE FOR COMPLETE DETAILED LIST . . . .

DAVID KIDD, 143 LINACRE RD., HAMPTON, MELBOURNE
TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED
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News
and Views

RESIGNATION OF FEDERAL SECRETARY

Mr. W. S. (Bill) Grabor.sky has resigned as 
Federal Secretary after ten years in office — the 
longest time anybody has ever held office in the 
Federal sphere and longer than all in State 
organizations with the possible exceptions of 
Arthur Gorrie in Queensland and Ivor F. Stowe 
in N.S.W., both of whom seem to have had few 
years out of office since the war ended.

At the Federal Conference held at Melbourne 
in January, Bill’s resignation was accepted with 
the deepest regret.

In reply to the tributes paid to him by dele­
gates from the States, Mr. Grabousky said that 
he would like to have continued in office but his 
new job of Secretary of the Victorian Swimming 
Association had made it impossible for him to be 
present at the Nationals, since this period coin­
cided with the busy period in the swimming 
season.

He pointed out that he felt his successor 
should be someone who had been modelling a 
long time, who knew modellers, and was known 
to modellers, and above all, a person who could 
attend the Nationals. In closing he appealed to 
all States to support the new Federal Secretary 
who ever he would be, as only by the strongest 
possible support could MAA of A remain a strong 
and vital force in Australian modelling.

Eddie Keggin C/L scale winner. Crew left to right, 
Monty Tyrrel (p ilo t) ; Eddie Keggin ( captain); ’ John El­
liot (fligh t engineer). Note authentic uniforms.

Address all Correspondence to 
EDITOR, 11 WEST KING STREET, 

SOUTHPORT, QUEENSLAND

Published Bi-monthly by MODEL NEWS PUBLISHING CO. 
Advertising rates on request. Distributed by Model News 

Publishing Co., and Gordon & Gotch.

THE BIG NEWS
At the conference it was moved, seconded and 

carried unanimously that the motion to withdraw 
the MAA of A charter from the MAAQ as moved 
and carried at the Eichura conference and subse­
quently confirmed by the Camden Conference was 
not in accordance with the MAA of A constitution 
in use at that time.

The implications of this are:
1. MAAQ is affiliated until June 30, 1965.
2. Non-member fees paid by an MAAQ flier at 

the 64-65 NATS will be refunded.
3. All members of MAAQ who were financial with 

MAA of A at the time of the Eichura confer­
ence are financial until June 30, 1965.

4. The Federal Secretary to advise MAAQ of 
these decisions at an early date.
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TO THE EDITOR
Sir,

I have read with interest, your review of our 
first publication, “The Hawker Hurricane 
Described” by Francis K. Mason, Ac. R.Ae.S., but 
was rather disturbed to note a reported comment 
by Sir Sidney Camm about the Manual Drawings. 
We have never had Sir Sidney’s permission to 
quote him on any statement regarding our booklet, 
but wish to say that we believe our drawings to 
be reasonably accurate, much time and effort 
having been expended to ensure that they were.

We would merely add that their accuracy may 
easily be checked by readers, by cross reference 
to the many photographs available, and to known 
facts and figures. Suffice to say that Hawkers’ 
official 3-view ‘handout’ for publicity purposes was 
traced from our Manual originals and supersedes 
their previous drawings.

Since the drawing was executed, much addi­
tional data and many ususual photographs have 
come to light and we hope at a later date to 
provide a completely new set of drawings in a 
less cramped manner, containing all this informa­
tion. l/36th scale reprints of amended originals 
are available now from us, along with 1 36th 
scale prints of the P-38 fighting and the CA-12 
to 19 Boomerang, price to be announced.

We thank you for your interest, and in passing 
mention that Mr. Hushunito and Mr. Henmann 
have merely expressed willingness to write for us. 
Our writers do include those others mentioned 
as well as Bruce Robertson. Robert Shaw, P.R. 
man for Short Bros., Belfast, Cdr. G. W. R. 
Nicholl (Walrus Manual!), Australian Ken Merrick 
who is a “Halifax” expert and numerous others.

Sincerely, for KOOKOBURRA TECHNICAL 
PUBLICATIONS — A. Shennan.

F.A.I, PRESIDENT

Dr. Walter A. Good, 49, Maryland, U.S.A., was 
elected President of the Committee for Interna­
tional Aeromodelling at its yearly meeting in 
Paris.

A physicist with John Hopkins Applied 
Physics Lab in Silver Spring, Maryland, Dr. Good 
has been an active model plane builder for more 
than 30 years. He was one of the pioneers of 
radio controlled moled aircraft, and won the 
U.S.A. championship in this category in 1937 and 
in several more recent years.

He succeeds Henry J. Nicholls, London, Eng­
land, to the presidency. CIAM is the model 
aircraft division of the Federation Aeronautique 
Internationale, official organization for world-wide 
aviation records.

Dr. Good is Past President of the Academy of 
Model Aeronautics which, as an affiliate of the 
National Aeronautic Association, governs model 
aviation in the United States.

As President of the international organiza­
tion, Dr. Good plans to promote increased interest 
in model aircraft record attempts among member 
nations and improved world championship com­
petitions for model aircraft.

Dr. Walter A. Good succeeds Henry J. Nicholls, 
England. Rudy Beck, Hungary, was elected Vice 
President; A. Roussel, Belgium, Secretary; and 
R. Cerny, Czechoslovakia, Technical Secretary.

F.A.I. RULE CHANGES

The Committee for International Aeromodel- 
ling adopted significant new rules and procedures 
at the annual Federation Aeronautique Interna­
tionale meeting in Paris.

The free flight world championships will be 
held in mid-July in Kauhava, Finland. R/C world 
championships will be held at Lyungbyhed, 
Sweden, August 9-15. No indoor championships 
will be held in 1965, but are scheduled for 1966.

Provisional rules have been adopted for com­
petition flying of scale models in all three basic 
categories: free flight, control line and radio 
control. Also, control line combat, free flight 
(compass) steered glider for slope soaring, and 
model rocketry now have provisional rules, and 
soon could become official record categories.

New record categories were established for 
radio controlled gliders in straight line speed, 
requiring two passes through a 200 meter course, 
and distance in a closed circuit, based on the 
total distance flown around two pylons in one 
flight. These two categories bring the total number 
of FAI world record categories to 34. Currently, 
the U.S. holds seven world records, Russia 14, and 
the remainder by other member countries or no 
record established.

Other radio control rules changes included: 
approval of a rotating judging system for world 
championships, reducing the maximum flying time 
in R /C  multi, from 15 to 12 min., and in record 
attempts forbidding the use of assistant pilots 
to fly the model. Perhaps the most significant 
R/C  rules change concerned prefabricated models. 
Although defeated in the R /C  sub-committee, 
the full committee approved use of prefabricated 
“ fibreglass fuselages, poly-foam wings, etc.” Not 
permitted is “a complete, ready-to-fly R/C model 
which has been built by a person other than the 
pilot . . .”

A number of control line model rules changes 
were made. In world record attempts, no physical 
assistance such as whipping will be permitted. 
Essentially, this applies world championships 
contest requirements to world record attempts.

For safety reasons, monoline diameter was 
increased to a minimum of .016. Clearer defini­
tions were given to glo and compression ignition 
engines, and identification numbers are required 
on FAI control line aircraft in only one place 
instead of the several places previously required.

Several changes will encourage larger stunt 
models. An increased optional control line length 
of 70.2 feet has been approved, comparable to 
AMA's standard 70 ft. A maximum pull test of 
44 lbs. will be used regardless of model weight.

Team race warm-up time is increased from 
30 sec. to 1 min. Qualifying team races will be 
over a 10 km. course, but the Russian proposal 
that a 20 km. final race be run to determine 
winners was accepted.

No changes \vere made in free flight model 
specifications, and the significant procedural 
change was broadening of flyoff periods for 
championships to 1 min. increments instead of 
30 sec.



8 M O D E L  N E W S March, 1965

Air prop Hydroplanes
(By Noel Shennan)

Starting o ff on hydroplanes was reminiscent of my early days with model a ir­
craft; things that looked right just weren't, and adjustments and design mods, tried in 
desperation, turned out O.K. * Here's the tale of the fun Dennis Scott and I had 
when we decided to use our radio in airprop hydros. '

We had no trouble making the first boats, 
Dennis’ getting waterborne some weeks ahead of 
mine. His boat was approximately 9.” by 20” 
and with a 2.5 Taipan diesel mounted on a pylon 
about a quarter of the length from the stern. 
This went well, having speed and capable of 
manoeucring tightly. A big success in fact, the 
only snag becoming apparent in windy weather 
when it flipped over in a cross-wind turn. Dennis 
still reckons his radio works under water, as he 
could still wiggle the rudder!

Being a scale bug, I just had to make mine 
different, and ended up with a twin boomed hull, 
with the motor (Cox .049) mounted on a pylon 
over the cabin, up forrad (have to go nautical, 
chaps!). After installing the Pixie receiver, I 
just had to call it· Pixilated, which a dictionary 
will tell you means “ amusingly eccentric” . Hah! 
I had named it far better than I knew! Put in 
twin rudders, driven bv a K .ll escapement. Man, 
it locked and sounder like “Bluebird” , and the 
only cloud on my horizon was an almost complete 
l'-’ck of control. The circles were large and after 
it climbed four feet up a bank and over a fallen 
tree, we thoughtfully carted it home.

Over the following weeks I tried more rudder, 
one rudder, removed the underfins . . .  no good. 
So I shoved the motor pylon back to where you 
see it in the picture. Several runs were made with 
this, with fair control, but the second boat was 
ready and experiments were abandoned on “Pixie- 
lated” . On reflection, I ’d say that with twin

mdders, and a dagger fin just at the back of the 
cabin the control in turns could be quite good. 
The side area of the booms could also have been 
a factor in holding it straight. The solution to 
this was then No. 2.

"P ixilated", a Cox .049 powered hydroplane. Uses Pixie 
radio on 40 meg. Configuration not a success, wants 

fu r tk 2r development.

This boat was conventional as far as this type 
of hydroplane goes, with a flat bottomed hull 9” 
by 20” . The Cox .049 again provided the urge·, 
driving a 6 x 3 prop. As the Cox runs either way, 
I simply had to start it backwards. Many’s the 
time I have cursed the Cox for this, but when I 
wanted to start it backwards, guess? Yep, it 
wanted to go the right way!

The Pixie Rx was used, having proved reliable 
in the first boat, and the aerial was a length of 
piano wire soldered to a small banana plug. This 
fitted into a socket in the cabin roof. An after 
hatch was fitted to provide access to the escape­
ment rubber. Mistake. Collected all the goo from 
the motor, so it was sealed up and the escapement 
reversed and the rubber taken to the bows, hence 
the bullet sticking out in front. Thds boat had a 
central fin terminating in a rudder about one 
inch square, and provided circles of about 8 to 
10 feet diameter.

One interesting experiment was brought about 
by Dennis removing the underfill from his boat. 
This gave a very large turning cu-cle, indicating 
that the fin acts as a flow straightener. Putting 
the fin back brought the turn to normal.

Now there is very little to putting one of these 
hydroplanes together, and if vou haven’t any 
radio, well, make a free runner. Try and use diesel 
for the free job, as tliev get upset rather more 
than the R/C  jobs and .glo motors don't take 
kindly to water. If your glo does get dunked, the 
omckest way to get it into use again is 1o take 
off the backnlate and drain off the water and 
glo fuel youll f ’ind inside. Squirt the crankcase 
out with fuel, drain off and re-assemble. Other­
wise you’ll spend a lot of time trying to start it 
in the usual wav and they don’t start easily on 
a water/fuel mixture.

The requirements in design are basically few. 
but there are a lot of detail points to watch, any 
one of which can spoil a day’s boatmg. First off, 
using a. motor .75 to 1.5 rc ’ the hull size will be 
about 9 inches wide by eighteen long, height to 
suit, the radio gear used and with waterproofing 
requirements in mind. The motor is best mounted 
on a pvlon set about. \ of the hull length from the 
stern to the orop if the unit is a pusher, add 
motor length to this if as a tractor. U se a heavv 
ply centre with secure mounting for this pvlon 
and make sure starting the donk won’t pull it 
loose!
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The C.G. will have to be well back to get the 
bows up, so arrange to have the radio and bat­
teries as far as possible sternwards. But PLEASE 
don’t put the radio hatch where the goo from the 
motor can run all over it. I managed to do that 
and it is most unpleasant.

Use a motor that starts easily and will not 
overheat. Provide a large fuel tank for it.

Cover the hull frame (nothing more than 
sides and four 3” sheet rectangles needed for 
this), with nothing less than 1/8” sheet balsa. 
If you intend to ram rocks make the hull bottom 
of thin ply. Yes, I know it’s hard to get! Having 
done that, carry out the most important part of 
the job, namely painting. Treat as for an aircraft 
using rather more coats than usual. Remember, 
the thin paint skin is all that stands between your 
wooden boat and gallons of wet water. If you 
are looking down your aristocratic nose by this 
t;me, go get a book on full sire boats and find out 
what materials the big boats use, but they’ll be 
expensive and not particularly easy to use.

Experiment all you want, you cannot get into 
trouble with a boat like this.

A word on the radio side. Aircraft type 
escapements are quite O.K. but the rubber is a 
nuisance. A servo is a better proposition, and 
gives you more time on the pond as you don’t 
have to come in to rewind.

We have had lots of fun with our hydros, as 
Dennis is on 27 meg. and I ’m using 40 meg. Two 
boats creaming along together look really great, 
and things get interesting when we both try to 
occupy the same piece of water. I find this water 
side of the hobby much more relaxing than air­
craft and there is a greater sense of control with 
s;nvip channel gear. This is no doubt due to 
ho’ding rudder for long periods in the turns . . . 
you can feel yourself driving it through the turn 
with the button held down.

Have a go, it's fun!

The problem of retrieving a stalled boat from 
the middle of a large pond was solved with a 
canoe for some time, but when this became un­
available we used a ramming technique that 
worked well enough but required a degree of 
control that made the operation a little dicey. 
Picture your pride and joy being violently as­
saulted amidships by a hydroplane slipping along 
at around then knots So we evolved the towing 
r'^noeuvre, where another boat takes ,out a 
U"-ead around the drifting one and brings the 
end back. Haul in gently and there you are! This 
is not recommended for distances over 100 feet, 
as the drag of the wet thead seriously interferes 
with the steering of the rescue boat.

Other ideas mooted so far include auxiliary 
electric motors, and mast and sail that pops up 
from the deck. Of course, if all else fails, you 
can always sit down and have a quiet smoke 
while the wind blows your boat ashore.

Red and white Cox .049 Boat has aerial fitted with ban­
ana plug for easy removel. Boat by Author.

The Victorian Model Power 
Boat Society

Demonstration and Field Day, held at the 
Olympic Swimming Pool at Lilydale.

The morning was spent in tuning and pre­
paring the boats (of which there w'ere about 20 
present), practice runs, etc., and dsiplaying them 
to and answering questions from quite a number 
of interested spectators.

In the early afternoon a bouyed course was 
set out and at 2 p.m. various competitions were 
held for straight running, radio controlled steer­
ing and a novelty event.

The results of these were:
Straight Running Senior

Junior
B.
D.

Wheelan
Fernie

Novelty
(Bumping the Buoys) P. Ballard
Radio Controlled Senior G. Mitchell

Steering Junior B. Whellan 1st
B. Hince 2nd

These competitors created great interest 
among the spectators and we hope that our 
Membership will grow steadily as a result.

The Society is now getting really well k.nown 
and we are booked to give demonstrations during 
January, February and March, 1965, until in 
April at Easter when we hopp to hold the Annual 
Speed and Radio Control Championships men­
tioned in the November issue.

The Venues will be held at Ringwood Lake 
on Easter Saturday and at Coburg Park on the 
Monday. Further details can be obtained from 
the Society. We would still welcome enquiries 
from Interstate Modellers who might like to par­
ticipate.

The Victorian Model Power Boat Society, 
C /- 1 Elm Tree Road, Doncaster, Victoria.
























































