by Allan Edwards.

Possibly the most 'd_:'sasrerous qeeosf;lrii{
Nats ever. Weather conquns were a m” L
believable with winds marring almost a i fo.;'
Many reputations were tarnished as nmd 2
most events fell ridiculously short of par due

the conditions.

THE FIRST DAY

Conditions were to improve throughout the
Nats and even then it was only gradual. But the
first day, set down for A/l and A/2 will no
doubt remain as the worst for many a year to
come.

The first round got under way on time at

5.30 a.m. and already the wind was difficult to
handle. Tom Prosser tried in vain to trim out his
superb Lively Lady but it came to grief and he
failed to record a score. Likewise did Terry
anﬁrhs. Up until the 4th round conditions
varied a lot, with patches of lift following light
a‘rzzglmg rain which further dampened spirits
During the rain models were frantically disas-
se;nbled and stored under cars. Ron Neville’s
,;u ly assembled Sans Egal miraculously escaped
Wamage as his car, under which it was stowed
s moved some 20ft. dragging the model with it.

weather models Su
fmled. mfserably, bz}:

Borrill gnq Hans v,
Seven rounds and
respectively,

14

A/1 was run concurrently with
same problems existed, the wind m;;,/;iand the
havoc with the smaller machines and agmirea;e,
scores resulted. However, Merv Buckmgste, IOmr
out the event with a score of 482 op, 00k
short of perfect. 1st placegetter gt fhenffx
Strathalbyn Nats Brian Hammond coylg Onin-
manage third, this time just 48 secs egg Iha;

Merv’s score.

Statistics for the day.

A/2 Round1 28 flew 1 max
2 29 flew 1 max
3 29 flew 10 maxes
4 20 flew 2 maxes
5 10 flew -
6 7 flew 1 max
7 4 flew 1 max

A/l Roundl 16 flew 1 max
2 16 flew 4 maxes
3 15 flew 4 maxes
4 15 flew 2 maxes
5 11 flew 1 max

THE SECOND F/F DAY

A small high pressure system travelled
sh_)wly eastward throughout the Nats but was
still too far south west of Adelaide to make any
large improvement for flying. Despite the gloomy
Conditions at 5.00 a.m. we pressed on to the field
to start the first rounds of Wakefield and i
Scale was also set down for this day but was
postponed until the last day. Whereas W¢ ha.
good entries in A/2 and A/l we had the co;f;‘
plete opposite in FAI Power and Wakef€®
Power had acceptable entries but Wake 2l Mh
somewhat a farce with only four entries ahhoufrs
all actually started in the first round. 'fm ﬂJ:ieJ‘S
in Wakefield had difficulty in getting their mozela'
Up into the strong wind and only Theo M?Tryfo-de"
the eventual winner escaped damage. o n-ln'ons
was extremely robust and handled the cond! n
well. It got a max in the 6th round and "%y
need to put in the last round. After 1 this
round Allan Edwards was leading b4t ° oy
Stage he had completely exhausted M su!;de[
of models gnd just gave up. Barry Lees™
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these we saw a countback

Scramble ably assisted by Ivor Stowe K GLIDER iy
= A ' sriffith NSW 146 T T |
S “In all"a disappointing Nats for mapywit} B;;{-f;i: blzfrn ity 198 g%
; cdie.;’er;;ecj rewards for the few who survivéd the Déar e SA 10 =
ebaclest it i Sow, > e

MARCH 1971

went left on launch and could only manage about

10 secs. He had no reserve which put him out RESULTS
for the rest of the contest. Throughout the day

lift was rare but even so more convincing scores A/2 GLIDER

should have been had in FAI Power. A total (7 rounds) L. O’Reilly NSW 927 Secs
of only 4 maxes were scored throughout the J. Borrill NSW 791
rounds and even then models were difficult to H. Van Leeuwin WA 584

keep in sight for 3 mins. Bluey Coppock stayed
up late nights to complete his new Power job A/1 GLIDER ,

fitted out with one of the few Taipan rear  (5rounds) M. Buckmaster Vie 482 Secs
exhaust Glo’s on trial but after seeing the T. Harden . SA4 459
conditions he went back to bed. We did see B. Hanimond | SA 436

him on the last day and he gave us an im- 5 ,
pressive motor run demonstration. We hope NIGHT SCRAMBLE !
Vic 535 Secs

Gordon Burford continues on with this project (% hour) J. Birkin b
I vod | WA 490

in the near future, for it sounded sweet and it Vo

E

could well be an answer to the Tigre. : F. Sg;';n}wm; E SA 441

John Borrill strained his Trans Tasman FAI POWER F/F}i :
model through a fence but carried on with an (7 rounds) J. Bogﬂ ’

: NSW 674 Secs
alternate tail to take out the event, with Hans H. Van Leeuwin WA 634
Van Leeuwin breathing down his back a close L. OReilly E:’ NSW 559
second flying a Night Train. Leo O’Reilly placed B ‘o
third with an all sheet model of some 3 or 4 WAKEFIELD RUBBER' /
years vintage. Leo was a little unlucky for he (7 rounds) C. Merry fiel WA 437 Secs
virtually missed two rounds and overall scored R. Greenhill & Vic 27
two maxes. Top Contenders Ford Lloyd and : A. Edwards g7 NSW 299
Roy Summersby failed miserably and it was ¢ )
change to see other names in the top three. F/F SCALE 45
Both seemed to lose concentration which resulted =% v Peter Jackson NSW SE5A

in them failing to complete their rounds. We |
think Ford just gave up and Roy lost a few JORPEN PWR DURATION
rounds because of heavy repairs required on his (5 roynds) M. Beilby WA 637 Secs
models, which he effected with Deveon. U S R. Lloyd. - /n. Vic, 588
\ A. Holmes FENSW. 558
THE FINAL DAY : z i a ol

f

- _ L9~
"CLASS!1 PWR DUR)

| E
All days were extremely crowded with (5 ,-wm'({g) R. Lloyd o Viel 643 Secs
everts and the final day was no exception and |\ R. Summersby NSW 564
more so because of scale' being postponed till { L. O'Reilly NSW 562
%

then. No one qualified in F[F Scale according
‘to some pre-published rules sent out with the | MOTOR SEGLER

Nats entry forms which were rather late getting' . (5 rounds) A. Coppock SA 844 Sees
to the modellers. Nevertheless Peter. Jagkson’s M. Buckmaster Vie 200
SESa being the only model to fly was awarded ' R. Neville - ACT. 14

the trophy awarded by Mike Mildren former :

Fed. Sec. Other events flown included Class 1 bLD MERS — et

Power _Motor Segler, Scramble, and MhiG:0f == -.E\R.“Smi?h—f ey

in H.L.G. after. e furmm e e !

“perfect score put in by Ist and 2nd plaéege te??_ : ) g' ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂe K‘C‘? T s
_andsexcellen‘t times put in by Bluey Cog;pockf ' g

‘in Segler. Although this event is a specialty o : :

S.A. and generally poorly supported by other™ JUNIOR A/Lcé‘%)e%ﬁ’ : NSW 96"
states Bluey's performance shows that it "has 7. O"Donnel NSW 56 »
potential. - S ’ ey 2
BER 3 _
)'Donnel _NSW 107
O'Reilly NSW* 27"

i Other performances of note were For
Lloyd’s Ist in Class 1 Power and 2nd
Timers and Roy . Summersby’s 1st Pl




I del.
B. Lee with moa:
Maorcrfz:' broke in half during
wind-up but was qu:ck_!y
repaired and flew again.

INDOOR RUBBER

Indoor rubber was held in the evening of
Tuesday 29th December and those entered were:

N.S.W. S.A. Vie.

W, Patsky M. Newcombe  B. Halmshaw
B. Healy R. Parker

L. O'Reilly G. Burford

M. O'Reilly

A. Edwards W.A.

B. Lee C. Merrifield

T. Prosser

B. Felstead

Places went to:

1st Boyd Felstead 246 secs.
2nd G. Burford 198 secs.
3rd  Prossor 137 secs.

A welcome sight at the indoor contest was
Bert Halmshaw who has regularly flown a micro
model at the Nats dinner for many years. He was
prepared to do so again this year but heard there
was a contest on and decided to enter. He used
the same model he flew at the Nats dinner at
Wallacia for the 23rd Nats,

Bert is from Traralgon in Victoria and is a
member of the Victorian Free Flight Society and
c_larms he has been to every Nationals except the
first two. He holds the Australian record for

Other noteable people at the
were Boyd Felstead and Gordon n&?ffﬁﬁfﬁﬁ
both hold Australian records for different classes
of indoor m(_)del. Boyd and Gordon had the
cleanest Iookmg_models for the occassion and

Latein the night after the H
the air was rélatively calm,
model but after 1 min. 25
floor, after hitting the wall,
and released it immediately anq ..
for the Hall at Strathalyn at 5 m?r‘;sl 1]k:_e
his model had not hit the wa| the td Secs, |
would have been 6 mins, 40 SECS., tyyic tal ¢ :
as the contest flights, For the |a.
used 1,375 turns on a 15 inch

“1€arpy .
Boyg relea:d ang
secs, it U hig

]
Boyd l)i(:kedlg the

a
ast flighy 5
100[) of rubh(_‘,r

The indoor contest at the 24th Nats
first since the 6th Nats in 1952 The
however, unofficial, the reason bej
gauge current interest in indoor m
recent endeavours of a few clubs tg revive ing
flying, From the number of Spectators ang ?t?r
number of entries it would appear tha indgg?
flying is going to experience a revival,

Was the
e\"ent Wa

J Drobably t :
odels after the

Boyd Felstead with model-micro film-weight
about 24 thousandths of an oz.

CHUCK GLIDER

With late entries there were 50 entrants in
chuck glider which was flown in very strong gusty
wind. The result being a multitude of broken
models. At this point with everyone trying to
repair models the comment was made that the
24th Nats should be renamed the Devcon Nats
which is a pretty good plug for the healing
powers of this new five minute epoxy glue.
Murray Scott's flight was probably the most
outstanding of the day and the latest report to
hand states that Murray was last seen crossing
the border into Victoria supposedly still after
his chuck glider,

&
e

Chuck Gl
January and t

N.S.W.

W. Patsky
B. lones

A. Holmes
C. Parkes
B. Healy

D. O'Brien
R. Kennedy
A. Edwards
R. Summersb
J. Borril

E. Patsky
T. Griffiths
M. Scott

G. Lyman

Places were

1st T. Har
2nd M. Nez
3rd D. Bou

Ju
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N.S.W.

W. Patsky
P. Arnold
P. Edwards
J. O'Donnel
T. Griffiths
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Chuck Glider was held on Saturday 2nd
January and the entrants were:—

N.S.W. S.A. Vic.

W. Patsky M. Neermy J. Herron

B. lones P. Harden |. Bryant

A. Holmes J. Evans S. Thomson
C. Parkes P. Twiss H. Potter

B. Healy O. Siegmann P. Greenhill
D. O'Brien F. Siegmann W. Bennet
R. Kennedy I. Siegmann D. Boughton
A. Edwards A. Coppock W.A.

R. Summersby S. Osman M. Beilby

J. Borril T. Harden C. Merrifield
E. Patsky R. Dent R. McPhee
T. Griffiths M. Newcombe  B. Rowney
M. Scott R. Parker A, Adler

G. Lyman

Places were

1st T. Harden 180 & 139

2nd M. Nearmy 180 & 43
3rd D. Boughton 174

JUNIOR CHUCK GLIDER

Junior Chuck Glider was held on Saturday
2nd January and the entrants were:

N.S.W. Vic.

W. Patsky I. Miller

P. Arnold P. McGrane
P. Edwards G. McGrane
J. O’'Donnell

T. Griffiths

_ With late entries there were 14 entrants in
junior chuck glider. It was flown at the same
time as open chuck glider.

Places went to:

1st T, Griffiths 146
2nd H. Blackburn 128
3rd  C. Dearden 101

POWER SCRAMBLE

With late entries 47 contestants lined up at the
Start for the hour long scramble.

The gusty conditions still prevailed which did
not help any. The infamous Ivor Stowe was
running for Roy Summersby and we are quite
Sure Ivor has not had so much exercise for some
time. Most models were conventional free flight
models at the beginning of the contest except

-

e e v e

for the odd flying carpet and a most extraordinary
powered boomerang. Early in the contest Julius
Reichardt disappeared over the horizon in search
of a model which according to the laws of nature
should not have flown let alone disappeared two
miles into the distance, however he returned
about half an hour later, model in hand and still
in good enough condition to fly again. This
same model made the last official flight of the
scramble later on, being minus wings and tail but
still using the original fuselage. It cork screwed

vertically upwards until the engine cut .. ... !

Power scramble was as it should be, an event
for sheer fun after a week’s hard competitive

Places went to:

Ist R.Summersby 1021 secs.
2nd J. Evans 727 secs.
3rd F. Siegmann 691 secs.




